Introduction
Noninvasive ventilation (NIV) is increasingly used in ICUs. Whereas there are specific guidelines related to feeding of critically ill pts receiving invasive ventilatory support, there are no guidelines related to feeding pts treated with NIV. We hypothesize that pts may be significantly underfed during the first 5 days of ventilatory support with NIV.
Objectives
We conducted this study to evaluate caloric intakes of pts receiving NIV irrespective of the indication for NIV.
Methods
Prospective, multidisciplinary, observational study in a 24-bed MICU. Inclusion criteria: all pts treated with NIV for more than 4H/day. Exclusion criteria: pts receiving parenteral or enteral nutrition in the management of underlying diseases or comorbidities. Data collected include demographics, pts medical characteristics, NIV indication & duration of NIV sessions, complications developed in the ICU, and nutritional data. We prospectively quantified and recorded all calories intakes through oral, enteral and parenteral routes during the whole duration of the ICU. We also measured BMI and albumin concentrations at the beginning/end of the ICU stay. Data are presented as median [IQR] . 
Conclusions
Pts treated with NIV for more than 4H/days have limited oral intakes and are significantly underfed. Long sessions of NIV, fear of aspiration, and underestimation of the patient severity may explain the failure to provide adequate nutritional support in these pts. A multicentre study is underway to assess feeding practices in NIV pts.
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